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Slide 1:  The Revolution Will Not Be Televised… 
but it may be tweeted

· What is the role of new technologies?

· For example, social media (such as FB, twitter) enables new forms of protest or contributes to culture change in significant or new ways…

· How much is because of new technology?

•
See discussions of the so-called Arab Spring

e.g., the headline:  “Are Google and Facebook Driving Saudi Women To Disregard Muslim Faith?”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=iT-1YO1GGxU
Slide 2:  And for people with disabilities?

•  Some studies report “promise” or potential of the quick fix, the technological solution… 

•  Media headlines, not just academic literature

–e.g., PEW data

–e.g., New Mobility

Goal:  determining the potential for social media to be used as a tool for disability advocacy.**

Slide 3: Concepts of  “Community” & “Community Development”

· Community of Location

· Community of Association

•  User-driven form of community development is becoming an essential driver of civic engagement…

· Benefits & drawbacks to use of social media

–Connecting people…..

–Those who don’t will fall behind…..

Slide 4:  Trends in Contemporary U.S. Culture

· Today’s activists are moving beyond the legal system to stake claims for social justice in the court of public opinion, and are using new social media to do so.
· This paper maps contemporary cultural trends towards the inclusion of disabled people in the U.S., towards what anthropologists have referred to as full cultural citizenship (Rosaldo 2003). 

· It recognizes disabled people as subjects capable of exercising their rights of belonging and as cultural actors whose efforts have aimed at creating social awareness and/or political pressure, by publically shaming or stigmatizing companies, governments, and other transgressors. 

• Cultural vs Legal Citizenship

[image of ARIZONA FLAG]

[image of Protesters against SB1070]

Slide 5:  Paper Outline: examples of the use of social networks to foment civic protest and/or promote inclusion

1. Facebook 

–Against Jerry Lewis’ Academy Award nomination for a Humanitarian Award (Feb 2009)

– “Arnie Ville” protests in California (Summer/Fall 2010)  

2. Twitter 

– Hollywood director Kevin Smith lambasts Southwest Airlines because he was considered “too fat to fly” (Feb 2010) 

– Blind Arizona State journalism student, Darrell Shandrow, who frequently tweets about campus inaccessibility to over 1100 followers

3. Flash Mobs

– Examples of events with visibly disabled participants (May 2011) and of sign language users (Sept 2010) that draw attention to their public presence.  

Slide 6:  Several other examples include:

Avatar Activism (Second Life)

Advocacy Goes Viral

 “Curator” Functions

Finding New Activists

Photosharing with Flickr

Information-sharing via Blogs

DIY

Slide 7:  In conclusion, more questions!

What does “protest” means in the early 21st century in America, and how are disabled people are using new social media and social networks for creating culture change?  How will we know if/when protests have been successful?
