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Extended Summary:

This paper seeks to highlight the disparities between broad national and international rights policies for deaf education and explore the human rights of deaf children in education.  Recent discourses in educational rights of deaf children are also explored within the context of rights policies: citizenship/membership in inclusive education settings and deaf epistemologies as they relate to education.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provide broad international context for disability and deaf education.  Federal legislation such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act guide disability education policy in the United States.  While, ‘Well meaning’ educators and researchers promote various ideologies for the general benefit of the deaf child, federal legislation promotes inclusive education and equal access to education for deaf children. Separate but equal type policies are no longer considered feasible or desirable. However, the promotion of mainstreamed inclusive environments has left many deaf children without access to deaf peers and social opportunities during their formative years of education.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities outlines in Article 24 that persons with disabilities have equal access to inclusive education.  In the same Article it calls for states to facilitate the learning of sign language, to promote the linguistic identity of the deaf community, and to employ teachers who are qualified in sign language. A critical discourse regarding the ability of inclusive education to promote the linguistic and socio-cultural rights of deaf children is important. This paper discusses the ability of inclusive education to promote the social development of deaf children, using the concept of citizenship in education settings and experiences of deaf adults who are products of inclusion to highlight issues within inclusive education.  The concept of Deaf epistemologies is also used highlight issues in deaf learning.  Deaf epistemology, when used in relation to education, typically promotes the view that education has been controlled by hearing individuals who harbor a deficit model of deafness and who are insensitive to the needs and learning styles of deaf children.  A Deaf way of conceptualizing education may argue that traditional theories of instruction and research do not apply to the education of deaf children. Deaf epistemologies posit that there are differences in the way that deaf and hearing individuals learn and that sign languages should be the natural language of a deaf child from birth. 
Promoting integrative policies in education promotes the rights of children with disabilities, in theory; however, in practice the social and academic attainment of deaf children in these settings often lags far behind their peers. Addressing these issues, using a disability rights lens, while maintaining the practices of inclusion/integration that support disability rights are essential to the promotion of socio-cultural and linguistic rights of deaf children.   
